7 July 2021

Phil Bishop
Director of Merchandise
Bunnings Group

Dear Mr Bishop
The Coastwatchers Association Inc. and the South Brooman State Forest
Conservation Group would like to thank you for your courageous decision stop
sourcing native timbers from VicForests. We urge you to also consider the Nature
Conservation Council of NSW call for Bunnings to stop sourcing native hardwood
timber from the Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW).
We understand that FCNSW has reported to you that it has a “robust regulatory
framework… (to) protect and maintain wildlife habitat, forest flora, water quality
and biodiversity across the landscape” (SMH 5/7/20). As we observe and monitor
firsthand the operations of FCNSW and its contractors, and document multiple
breaches of their licence conditions we can confirm that post-fire logging is falling
dramatically short of the purported environmental protections.
We can confirm that FCNSW is under investigation by the NSW Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) for multiple breaches to the licence conditions in South
Brooman State Forest and soon will be in Mogo State Forest as well. For instance, in
recognition of the shortage of critical tree hollows for some 70 hollow dependent
species including critically endangered species like Greater Gliders after the fires the
EPA has specified that no hollow bearing trees are to be felled. We have witnessed
multiple instances where this important requirement has been ignored. In fact, the
EPA maintains a register of investigations into breaches occurring in forestry
operations. Only in April this year they fined FCNSW $31,100 for breaches in a south
coast forestry operation.
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Multiple hollows have been found in the debris left behind on the forest floor
These breaches are unacceptable according to any measure of public opinion and
we would assume that Bunnings does not want to be associated with such
widespread practices. Indeed forest ecology experts have repeatedly stated that the
last thing a burnt forest ecosystem needs to recover is for it to be logged under ANY
conditions. It is no wonder that like VicForests, even before these disastrous fires,
FCNSW has repeatedly failed to gain FSC accreditation.
In the light of increasing public awareness of destructive logging practices all over
post-fire NSW we urge you to extend your sourcing ban to include Forestry
Corporation of NSW.
Sincerely,
Nick Hopkins
Forest Working Group
Coastwatchers Association Inc
Shannon Hush
Citizen Science Co-ordinator
South Brooman State Forest Conservation Group
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