
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FOR FORESTS NSW FROM SENATOR DOUG 
CAMERON 
 
1. Given the absence of adequate monitoring and long run data sets identified by the 
Threatened Species Committee representatives, specifically for the koala and for biodiversity 
more generally: 
 

a. How can Forests NSW justify the very cursory inspections it makes or threatened 
species, the koala and other species identified in the IFOA prescriptions? 
 
!"#$%& '(% )*+%,-./%# )0 -(% '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%# .6*%22%2 $.-(." -(%
7"-%8&1-%2 9)&%#-&: ;4%&1-.)"# !44&)/1<# 1&% -) #%- )=- 6%1#=&%# -) 4&)-%,-
-(&%1-%"%2 #4%,.%# 1"2 -(% (1*.-1-# )0 -(&%1-%"%2 #4%,.%# 0&)6 1,-./.-.%# 1##),.1-%2
$.-( -.6*%& (1&/%#-."8> 9)&%#-# ?3@ ,)64<.%# $.-( -(% -%&6# )0 -()#% <.,%",%#>
 
b. How can it justify logging all available forest compartments in the southeast NSW 
on a twenty-year cycle when it is known that many species rely on much older forests 
for survival? 
 
!"#$%& '(% 1&%1 1/1.<1*<% 0)& (1&/%#-."8 )" 3-1-% 0)&%#- .# )"<: 1 #61<< 4&)4)&-.)"
)0 -(% -)-1< 1&%1 )0 0)&%#- ." -(% #)=-( %1#- )0 ?3@> '(% 61+)&.-: )0 -(% 0)&%#- .#
)<2%& 0)&%#-# 4&)-%,-%2 ." "1-.)"1< 41&A# 1"2 ." ."0)&61< &%#%&/%# )" 3-1-% 0)&%#-#>

 
2. How many hectares of State Forests in the Eden region have been surveyed for koalas 
using the IFOA survey prescriptions, what has been the cost of these surveys and what have 
been the results? 
 
!"#$%& '1&8%-%2 #=&/%: 0)& A)1<1# (1# *%%" ,1&&.%2 )=- ." BCD ,)641&-6%"-#E (1/."8 1
-)-1< (1&/%#-1*<% 1&%1 )0 FFGD (1E ." 3-1-% 0)&%#- ." -(% H2%" I%8.)" #.",% -(%
,)66%",%6%"- )0 -(% H2%" 79;!> '(.# .# %#-.61-%2 -) (1/% ,)#- JBDKEKKK 1"2 (1# :.%<2%2 L
A)1<1 2%-%,-.)"#>
 
3. Do these results call into question the FNSW estimate of 1500 koalas in The Eden Region? 
 
!"#$%& ?)>
 
4. How many of the radio-tracked koalas in the Eden study apparently showed a preference 
for logged areas and is this an adequate sample to draw this conclusion? 
 
!"#$%& '(%&% $%&% -$) ,1#%# $(%&% A)1<1#M ()6% &1"8%# .",<=2%2 1 6)#1., )0 <)88%2 1"2
="<)88%2 0)&%#- 1"2 -(%&% $%&% #=00.,.%"- 21-1 -) 2%-%&6."% 1 #-1-.#-.,1<<: #.8".0.,1"-
4&%0%&%",%> 7" *)-( ,1#%#E -(%&% $1# 1 #.8".0.,1"- 4&%0%&%",% 0)& <)88%2 ,)=4%#>
  
5. Have follow up surveys revealed whether or not koalas are persisting now in these logged 
areas? 
 
!"#$%& 3=&/%:# ,1&&.%2 )=- ="2%& -(% -%&6# )0 -(% '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",% 1"2 #=&/%:#
,1&&.%2 )=- 1,,)&2."8 -) 1<-%&"1-./% 6%-()2# (1/% ,)"-."=%2 -) 2%-%,- -(% 4&%#%",% )0
A)1<1# ." <)88%2 0)&%#-#> 3=&/%:# )0 <)88%2 ,)641&-6%"-# ." N=&&1( 3-1-% 9)&%#- #()$%2
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-(1- A)1<1# $%&% 4&%#%"- ." 1<< <)88%2 ,)641&-6%"-# $(%&% -(%: (12 *%%" 4&%/.)=#<:
2%-%,-%2 1"2 #)6% $(%&% -(%: (12 ")- *%%" 4&%/.)=#<: 2%-%,-%2 *%-$%%" B 1"2 BD :%1&#
10-%& <)88."8> '(% 1--1,(%2 614 ."2.,1-%# A)1<1 1,-./.-: 2%-%,-%2 2=&."8 &%,%"- #=&/%:# ."
-(% ,)1#-1< 0)&%#-# ")&-( )0 O%81 &%<1-./% -) -(% 2.#-=&*1",% (.#-)&: )0 -(% 1&%1>
 
6. What happened to the koalas that FNSW were radio-- tracking? 
 
!"#$%& '(% 01-% )0 -(% -$) A)1<1# -(1- 4&%0%&&%2 <)88%2 ,)=4%# 1- H2%" .# ="A")$"
*%,1=#% -(% -&1"#6.--%&# )& *1--%&.%# 01.<%2 *%0)&% -(%: ,)=<2 *% &%-&.%/%2>
 
Forests NSW state that they are aware of healthy and viable populations of koalas in the 
forests of the …South Coast. 
 
7. What evidence do you have that koala populations are viable on the South Coast? 
 
!"#$%& P%#4.-% -(% ,<%1&."8 )0 .-# ,)&% (1*.-1- 0&)6 -(% &%8.)"# 0<))24<1."# 1"2 12+1,%"-
0))-(.<<# 0)& 18&.,=<-=&%E A)1<1# (1/% ,)"-."=%2 -) ),,=4: -(% &%61."."8 0)&%#-%2 1&%1# )0 3H
?3@ 1- #.6.<1& <)$ 2%"#.-.%# 0)& 1- <%1#- -(% <1#- LK :%1&# QI%%2 %- 1< BRRKS T=&#A.# U V)--%&
BRRFS 5=""%: %- 1< BRRFS 5=""%: %- 1< WKKR X &%0%&%",%# 4&%/.)=#<: 4&)/.2%2Y> I%,%"-
<1"2#,14% #,1<% #=&/%:# #=88%#- -(1- (.8(%& 1,-./.-: <%/%<# 1&% #-&)"8<: 1##),.1-%2 $.-(
(.#-)&., 2.#-=&*1",% %/%"-# 0&)6 <)88."8 1"2 #.</.,=<-=&1< -&%1-%2 $.<20.&% &%8&)$-( Q614
1--1,(%2Y> '(.#E -)8%-(%& $.-( %/.2%",% )0 &%,&=.-6%"- 1"2 (.8(%& <%/%<# )0 ),,=41",: ." <%##
61&8."1< ,)"-.8=)=# (1*.-1- )" -(% 3)=-(%&" 1"2 N)"1&) '1*<%<1"2#E ")&-( )0 O%&618=.
1"2 #)=-( "%1& N1<<1,))-1E #=88%#-# -(1- -(%&% .# ") %/.2%",% -) ."2.,1-% -(% %Z.#-."8
4)4=<1-.)" )0 A)1<1 ." 3H ?3@ .# ="/.1*<% )& 2%,<."."8>
 
8. Why do you log forests where you know there are koalas and in forests which contain 
remnant populations which are not viable, such as Gulaga and Mumbulla? 

!"#$%& V=*<.#(%2 &%#%1&,( ."2.,1-%# -(1- <)88."8 )" 3-1-% 0)&%#-# 2)%# ")- (1/% 1 "%81-./%
.641,- )" A)1<1 4)4=<1-.)"#>
 
FNSW states: “it is not feasible to count koalas at a landscape scale because they are 
difficult to see”. 
 
9. How do you know then which populations are healthy and which populations are viable? 
 
!"#$%& @% A")$ -(% 4)4=<1-.)"# ." -(% #)=-( %1#- 1&% (%1<-(: 1"2 /.1*<% *%,1=#% $%
,)"-."=% -) 2%-%,- -(%.& 4&%#%",% 1,&)## -(% <1"2#,14% 1- #.6.<1& &1-%# 1"2 *%,1=#% -(%&%
1&% ") #.8"# )0 2.#%1#% %/%" -()=8( -(%: 1&% ."0%,-%2 *: [(<16:2.1>
 
FNSW states: “Precise estimates can be obtained for dense populations in prime 
habitats, and imprecise and costly estimates can be obtained for low density populations 
in habitats with low carrying capacity.” 
 
FNSW states that koala populations are “difficult to see on a landscape scale” and the 
second says that can only “imprecise estimates” can be obtained for low-density 
population habitats. 
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10. Given this across the board difficulty how can FNSW state that they know where koalas 
are before they log? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ .# &%\=.&%2 -) ,1&&: )=- /1&.)=# 8%"%&1< #=&/%:# 1"2 -1&8%-%2 #=&/%:#
2%#.8"%2 -) 2%-%,- -(% 4&%#%",% )0 A)1<1# 4&.)& -) ,)"2=,-."8 1": 0)&%#-&: 1,-./.-.%# 1"2E .0
-(%.& 4&%#%",% .# 2%-%,-%2E ,)"2.-.)"# 2%#.8"%2 -) 4&)-%,- A)1<1 (1*.-1- 6=#- *%
.64<%6%"-%2>
 
11. What safeguards are in place in regards to any proposed logging of state forests to protect 
the fewer than 50 koalas surviving in the Eden Forestry Region, with their stronghold in the 
coastal forests of which Bermagui is part? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ ="2%&-1A%# #=&/%:# 1"2 .64<%6%"-# ,)"2.-.)"# 2%#.8"%2 -) 4&)-%,-
A)1<1# 1"2 -(%.& (1*.-1- 0&)6 1,-./.-.%# 1##),.1-%2 $.-( -.6*%& (1&/%#-."8> 9)&%#-# ?3@ 2)%#
")- A")$ -(% )&.8." )0 -(.# 4)4=<1-.)" %#-.61-% )& .-# #,.%"-.0., ,&%2.*.<.-:>
 
FNSW believes that the currently regulatory framework that applies to the protection 
of koalas and their habitat on state forests in New South Wales is appropriate and will 
be appropriate for the future. 
 
12. By what measure do you determine “what will be appropriate for the future”? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ *%<.%/%# -(1- -(% ,=&&%"- &%8=<1-)&: 0&16%$)&A X -(% 7"-%8&1-%2
9)&%#-&: ;4%&1-.)"# !44&)/1<# 1"2 '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%# X $.<< ,)"-."=% -) *% 1"
144&)4&.1-% 0&16%$)&A *%,1=#% .- 4&)/.2%# 0)& -(% 4&)-%,-.)" )0 A)1<1# 1"2 -(%.& (1*.-1-#>

FNSW states that koalas prefer clear-- felled forests to thinned or natural forests. 
 
13. What tangible evidence can you provide such as photos or scats of koalas in clear-- felled 
forests? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ 612% ") #=,( #-1-%6%"->
 
14. Can you please provide a reference (author, publication and date) for the ‘literature’ 
which you cited in the Public Hearing as saying that koalas prefer clear felled forests? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ 2.2 ")- ,.-% <.-%&1-=&% -(1- 612% #=,( 1 ,<1.6> 9)&%#-# ?3@M $&.--%"
#-1-%6%"- ,.-%2 <.-%&1-=&% -(1- ."2.,1-%2 -(1-E )" -(% ")&-( ,)1#- )0 ?3@E A)1<1# 1&%
#.8".0.,1"-<: 1##),.1-%2 $.-( (%1/.<: <)88%2 1&%1# QWW] 2%-%,-.)" &1-%Y &1-(%& -(1" ="<)88%2
)& #%<%,-./%<: <)88%2 1&%1# QL] 2%-%,-.)"YE 1"2 -(1- #-=2.%# 1- H2%" #()$%2 -(1- A)1<1#
4&%0%&%"-.1<<: =#%2 <)88%2 ,)=4%# ." <)88%2^="<)88%2 6)#1.,# 1"2 -(1- A)1<1# $%&% 0)="2
." -(% #16% ,)=4%# *%0)&% 1"2 10-%& <)88."8> I%,%"- #=&/%:# 0&)6 3H ?3@ #=88%#- -(1- -(.#
&%61."# =",(1"8%2> 9)&%#-# ?3@ (1# 4&)/.2%2 -(% [)66.--%% $.-( ,)4.%# )0 -(1- <.-%&1-=&%>
 
15. If this is a peer reviewed study, why do you favour it over other scientific studies, 
observations and evidences to the Inquiry which agree that logging native forests causes 
destruction of koala habitat? 
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!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ ,.-%2 .- *%,1=#% .- .# 4%%& &%/.%$%2E 4=*<.#(%2 #,.%"-.0., <.-%&1-=&%>
9)&%#-# ?3@ .# ")- 1$1&% )0 -(% `)-(%& #,.%"-.0., #-=2.%#E )*#%&/1-.)"# 1"2 %/.2%",%a -)
$(.,( -(% \=%#-.)" &%0%&# 1"2 -(%&%0)&% A")$# ")-(."8 1*)=- .-# #,.%"-.0., ,&%2.*.<.-:>
 
Regulations under the IFOA require that a logging contractor working in known koala 
habitat undertake a visual inspection of trees to be felled before cutting them down to 
ascertain whether there is a koala in the tree. 
 
16. How does a logger operating a mechanical harvester see koalas before they log, when 
there is a solid steel roof on the machine? 
 
!"#$%& '(%&% 1&% ") #=,( &%\=.&%6%"-# ." -(% 79;! )& '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%> 7" -(%
H2%" I%8.)"E 9)&%#-# ?3@ 1"2 -(% ;00.,% )0 H"/.&)"6%"- 1"2 b%&.-18% (1/% 18&%%2 -(1-E .0
1":)"% )*#%&/%# 1 A)1<1 ." -(% 1&%1 )0 )4%&1-.)"#E )4%&1-.)"# #(1<< ,%1#% 1"2 -(% 18%",.%#
#(1<< ,)"#=<- 1*)=- -(% 144&)4&.1-% 4&)-%,-./% 6%1#=&%# -) *% .64<%6%"-%2>
 
17. Has FNSW any records of koalas being killed by mechanical harvesters? 
 
!"#$%& ?)>
 
18. Has FNSW ever conducted a thorough survey of any one compartment to be logged 
which is known to contain koalas? If so, what action was taken? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ (1# ="2%&-1A%" #=&/%:# 1,,)&2."8 -) -(% '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%
1"2 1,,)&2."8 -) 1")-(%& #=&/%: 6%-()2 ." ,)641&-6%"-# A")$" -) (1/% (.#-)&.,1<<:
,)"-1."%2 A)1<1#> 9)&%#-# ?3@ ")-.0.%2 -(% ;00.,% )0 H"/.&)"6%"- 1"2 b%&.-18% 1"2
.64<%6%"-%2 -(% &%<%/1"- ,)"2.-.)"# )0 -(% '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%E 1# .# &%\=.&%2
="2%& -(% &%<%/1"- 79;!>
 
FNSW stated that: “various conditions within the threatened species licence may be 
able to be improved in the future, using current knowledge of tree and forest-- type 
preferences, home range sizes, population densities and distribution, and threats.” 
 
19. Will FNSW contribute to improving various conditions (clauses) within the threatened 
species licence? What will they do? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ .# 1<&%12: ,)"-&.*=-."8 -) 1 &%/.%$ )0 -(% ,)"2.-.)"# ." -(% H2%"
I%8.)" '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%E ." ,)"+=",-.)" $.-( -(% ;00.,% )0 H"/.&)"6%"- 1"2
b%&.-18%> 9)&%#-# ?3@ .# 4&)/.2."8 ."0)&61-.)" 1"2 ,)66%"- 1*)=- 4&)4)#%2 ,(1"8%# -)
-(% #=&/%: 6%-()2# 1"2 -(% (1*.-1- 4&)-%,-.)" ,)"2.-.)"#>
 
20. Bearing in mind that ‘improved in the future’ obviously means not in the past – when will 
FNSW endeavour to improve conditions especially in respect of the Stryzlecki genotype of 
koalas which are obviously, though not officially, threatened? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ .# 1<&%12: %"2%1/)=&."8 -) .64&)/% ,)"2.-.)"# *: ,)"-&.*=-."8 -) 1
&%/.%$ )0 -(% ,)"2.-.)"# ." -(% H2%" I%8.)" '(&%1-%"%2 34%,.%# 5.,%",%E ." ,)"+=",-.)" $.-(
-(% ;00.,% )0 H"/.&)"6%"- 1"2 b%&.-18%>
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21. How did they exist for millions of years without clear-felled forests and over-browsing? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ *%<.%/%# -(1- A)1<1# %Z.#-%2 0)& 6.<<.)"# )0 :%1&# *%,1=#% -(%.& ,)&%
(1*.-1- $1# ")- 4%&61"%"-<: ,<%1&%2 0)& 18&.,=<-=&% 1"2 =&*1" 2%/%<)46%"-E 1"2 !*)&.8."1<
4%)4<% 61"18%2 0.&% 1,&)## -(% <1"2#,14%>
 
22. If a letter was sent to a stakeholder or resident saying that an agency was going to destroy 
a koala’s home, would you consider this to be consultation?  
 
!"#$%& 70 1 <%--%& $1# #%"- -) 1 #-1A%()<2%& )& &%#.2%"- #1:."8 -(1- 1" 18%",: $1# 8)."8 -)
*% ,)"2=,-."8 <)88."8 )4%&1-.)"# ." -(% /.,.".-: 1"2 ."/.-."8 -(%6 -) ,)"-1,- -(% 18%",: .0
-(%: (12 1": ,)",%&"#E 9)&%#-# ?3@ $)=<2 ,)"#.2%& -(1- -) *% ,)"#=<-1-.)">

23. Does FNSW consult with the NSW Minister for Tourism, or the department responsible 
for Tourism in NSW prior to logging forests which provide beauty and a recreational venue 
for the local community? 
 
!"#$%& ?)>
 
24. What training and education programs for staff or contractors of FNSW to recognise 
dangers to Koalas? 
 
!"#$%& 9)&%#-# ?3@ #-100 1"2 ,)"-&1,-)&# ="2%&-1A% /1&.)=# -&1."."8 ,)=&#%# 1*)=-
$.<2<.0% .2%"-.0.,1-.)" -%,(".\=%# 1"2 %"/.&)"6%"-1< ,1&%>
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Recent Koala Activity
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Disturbance History
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